
Aacorn is a program for adults with intellectual 
and developmental differences who are 18 years 
or older, but most participants are in school 
through age 26. After aging out of school, young 
adults are often left with nothing of meaning or 
purpose to fill their days and miss vital social
connections. AACORN has a place for you!

If you are interested, follow these steps:
1) Contact us by phone at 269-348-0985 or   
 through our website at aacorncommunity.org

2) Set up a tour and interview at the farm to   
 see if the program is going to be a good fit

3) At the farm visit if there is interest, the staff   
 will go through the application process with you.
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ment and Research
Gull Lake Marine
Henika District Library
Intentional Yoga
Jeannie Cleaning
Kalamazoo Area Retired School 
Personnel
Kalamazoo Wings
LEVELS Cannabis 
Meijer Store #196
Off The Cuff Catering
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We believe strongly in two communities: one--the 
greater community of which AACORN is a part, 
whether it be our rural neighbors or 
urban places we visit. The second 
community is the one forged at the 
farm and strengthened every day 
by being surrounded with under-
standing staff, volunteers, and fellow 
participants. Both are vital, teaching 
us how to be a contributing part of 
the communities we touch.

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR REPORT
Join me in celebrating the highlights of Hope Growing Here at AACORN 
throughout 2023. The many gifts of time, talent and treasure have 
cultivated an inclusive and nurturing environment where our participants 
with intellectual and developmental differences can thrive, learn, and 
contribute meaningfully to our community. Every story is a testament 
to our collective vision and commitment to expanding choices and 
building community.

In 2024, I look forward to deepening relation-
ships with current partners and discovering 
more opportunities to invite others to join in 
our mission and expand the impact of AACORN. 
Together, let us sow the seeds of possibility 
and cultivate a future where everyone has the 
opportunity to flourish.

With gratitude and anticipation,
Mary Picket

HOPE GROWS HERE ALL YEAR:   Enjoying The Activities of Each Season

SPOTLIGHTING VOLUNTEER KEVIN KUSS

AACORN participants and staff are always busy, with daily tasks 
of caring for the animals being a priority all year. Other tasks 
are more seasonal, such as planting, tending, and harvesting 
garden vegetables, herbs, and flowers. A favorite springtime job 
is caring for the newborn goat babies, or kids. Does usually give 
birth to twins, but can also birth triplets or even quads! The kids 
spend some time with their mothers but eventually transition 
to bottle feeding while the does are milked by hand. This is the 
source of AACORN’s famous goat milk soap. 

Summer is the season when the most outdoor activities occur, 
but walks are taken each day all year long and outings in the 
community happen several times a week. Errands and shopping 
trips are routine, but special trips take them to indoor venues 
like bowling in the colder months and places like the fair in the 
summer or going to pick apples in the fall. Just like all Michigan 
dwellers know, seasons dictate their own special activities.

AACORN has been blessed through 
the years with special volunteers, and 
Kevin Kuss was one such person. 
Kevin, a woodcrafter, came with the 
purpose of teaching participants how 
to use tools and build items out of 
wood. He set up a workshop in the 
smaller barn and was a popular per-
son when he came once a week. They 
made items from bird houses to a rabbit 
hutch. Thank you, Kevin, for your gifts 
of time, talent, and friendship.

ACCORN INTERNS MAKE
A DIFFERENCE

EXPANDING CHOICES

In 2023 AACORN enjoyed the contributions and 
talents of four special interns. Daphne Bos was a 
summer intern paid by K College as a part of its 
Community Building incentive program. Three 
students from WMU’s Social Work program worked 
in the fall and spring semesters at AACORN. Kaitlyn 
Kline, Jessica Bernock, and  Rachel Hansen gained 
valuable experience in their chosen fields as they 
brought enthusiasm and new ideas to share with the 
participants and staff. All of the interns expressed 
that not only were their experiences valuable,  but 
life-changing. In turn, AACORN received extra help 
in working with the participants, some of whom 
require one-on-one support at times. Additionally, 
our interns assisted with tracking data and other 
time-consuming projects.

AACORN participants are all adults, but they often 
have less agency than their neurotypical peers. When 
they arrive for their program time, participants are 
offered choices of activities they want to do that day.  

BUILDING COMMUNITY

OUR NEW TRUCK!
Mary Pickett was hired January 2, 2024

Examples of our seasonal activities:

Planting seedlings

Apple picking

Summer gardens

Feeding the kidsMaking soap

Jess and intern Kaitlyn with kids

Friendships

Donating produce

Intern Jessica

Making a snowman

Kevin (r) helping Nick 

Faithful donor Pat McKinney 
re-assigned money donated 
from her mother Mary’s es-
tate to enable us to purchase 
a great 2020 used truck. 
Here’s Elliot and Noah and 
the truck by one of their fa-
vorite stores, Tractor Supply. 
Thank you, Pat and Mary!
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