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Expanding Choices. Building Community.

OUR MISSION
The mission of AACORN is to provide life 
enrichment opportunities and residential 

options for adults with intellectual and 
developmental differences in a supportive 

inclusive community.

OUR VISION
AACORN envisions adults with intellectual and 
developmental differences embraced as valued 

members of a diversely-abled community 
while experiencing success through innovative 

approaches to learning and living.

OUR VALUES
Finding purpose
Mutual respect

Lifelong learning
Perseverance 

Positive relationships
Community service
Environmentalism

Self-advocacy
Healthy living

aacorncommunity.org



AACORN has fundraisers 
throughout the year in 
order to increase our 
visibility and to provide 
multiple opportunities 
for people to learn about 
the great things going on 

at AACORN. Two that have been very successful are the AACORN 
Golf Outing, held in June, and our annual fall “Gala” event, held 
in early October. The Golf Outing is held at the Gull Lake View 
Golf Resorts in Augusta, attracting golf lovers from all around. 

The fall event has been held at different venues, but we love to 
host it at the farm, where visitors have a first-hand experience. 
Last year, at our Harvest Home fundraiser, Tillers provided 

hayrides, kids painted pumpkins, and 
people enjoyed a picnic-style meal while 
enjoying 
live music. 
The Silent 
Auction 
offered 
many 
great gift 
baskets for bidding.

WMed residents from the Pediatric and Adolescent Medicine 
and Medicine Pediatrics Residency programs participate 
in focused rotations to expand their learning and gain 
experience in different areas of medicine, care, and resources 
for their patients. By visiting community partners like 
AACORN, residents learn more about how to utilize services 
to support patients and their families while gaining a better 
understanding of evidence-based practices. 
Dr. Grace Wang says of her visit 
to AACORN: “As a physician who 
cares for children and adults 
with developmental disabilities, 
I was delighted to see incredible 
programs like AACORN that provide 
the opportunity for adults to 
socialize, learn valuable life skills, 
and use those skills to benefit the 
community.”
Dr. Max Malloy’s impressions: 
“AACORN is an amazing program. 
Across the entire farm you will see 
happy animals and 
smiling faces. It was a 
pleasure to spend time 
touring the facility, 
playing games and 
talking to participants, 
and helping in jarring 
some of their monthly 
recipes. Their soap has 
become a household favorite.”

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR REPORT
Join me in celebrating the achievements of AACORN in 2024! This year, we have 
continued to grow our mission of providing a supportive, inclusive, and enriching 
environment for adults with intellectual and developmental differences. Through the 
generosity of our community—volunteers, donors, and partners—we have expanded 
opportunities for personal growth, meaningful engagement, and community building.
2024 included successful fundraising events and help with projects from volunteer 
groups. In October, our vision of providing tuition-free programming to our 
participants became a reality. We hope you enjoy the stories included here that show 
our mission in action. You’ll also find updates on our progress in planning to build 
residences on our property.
As we reflect on our progress, we also look ahead with excitement to new 
collaborations and expanded possibilities. Together, we are planting the seeds for a 
future where everyone has the opportunity to thrive.

With Gratitude, 
Mary Pickett

THE POWER OF PARTNERSHIPS 

Young Adult Program

Western Michigan University 
School Of Social Work

Strong partnerships are mutually beneficial. Though a smaller 
organization compared to most of our partners, AACORN offers 
opportunities to the associates and students of our partners 
that are best learned first-hand, affording them a rich immersive 
experience. Here is how some of our partnerships work.

(YAP) operated by Kalamazoo Regional Educational Service 
Agency (KRESA) is for students aged 18 to 26. Two groups of 
students attending YAP come to AACORN during the school year 
to participate in its skill-building program. This introduces them 
and their parents to a program they can be a part of during the 
summer, and attend regularly once they age out of school. 

RESIDENTIAL TASK FORCE
In 2024, the Residential Task Force made significant progress 
under the direction of Chair Larry Schimmel. Much work was 
done to research and formalize the planning process for the 
task force to follow. Accomplishments in 2024 include:

• Restructuring of the Residential Task Force with a 
chairperson and 7 regular members 

• Drafting a 4-phase building project, with Phase One 
planning 4 duplex units, including private bed/bath 
spaces and common living areas with a 24-person 
capacity 

• Regular consultation with Integrated Services of 
Kalamazoo related to Home and Community Based 
Services standards 

• Establishing a relationship with Southwest Small 
Business Development Center (hosted at Western 
Michigan University) to assist with the development of a 
comprehensive business plan  

• Envisioning a blended community, with neurodiverse and 
neurotypical adults living as neighbors

• The development of a broad strategic plan that includes 
benchmark goals of a pre-feasibility study, feasibility 
study, and capital campaign in the next 3 years

AACORN has been enriched by many 
Interns from this department who 
have worked at AACORN prior to 
receiving their degrees. AACORN offers 
a valuable placement site for students 
who will be working with neurodiverse 
adults. In turn, the interns provide extra 
staff who enrich each day with their 
enthusiasm, helping hands, and new 
project ideas. In 2024, Intern Jessica 
Bernock secured a grant to purchase 
a new sign and other marketing materials for our events. 

Jessica Bernock

Front and back rendering of one duplex unit

Grace & Jessie

MC Keith Thompson, 
Tom & Michael

Max, Ben & Noah

Western Michigan University Homer 
Stryker School of Medicine (WMed)  

COMMUNITY OUTINGS

FUN WITH FUNDRAISERS

Tillers International

BUILDING 
REHABS

Almost every day of the program, an 
outing is made into the community. 
These outings are purpose-driven, 
like making purchases for the farm 
animals or for a recipe they are going 
to make in our kitchen. Examples 
of other outings include performing 
a community service activity, depositing rolls of coins at the 
bank, picking seasonal produce like apples, or simply having 
fun getting ice cream on a hot summer day. 

Tillers International farm is just around the corner from 
AACORN. Our participants have always enjoyed visits to Tillers 
to commune with their animals, but in the last couple of years, 
there have been new developments to our partnership. The 
Tillers OxTrot trail run is now called “OxTrot…Goat Stroll”, 
utilizing both properties for the enjoyment of runners and 
visitors, with vendors and 
animals at both properties. 
Tillers has also advertised 
soap making classes at 
AACORN, where attendees 
learn the process of 
making goat milk soap.    

Two original structures 
on the AACORN property 
were given much needed 
upgrades in 2024. The 
roof was replaced on 
the iconic “big red 
barn,” quite a feat for 
the roofers on this 
towering structure! 
Nearby, the corn crib got 
new siding, windows in 
the back, and a new roof. 
The corn crib was never 
used by us for drying 
corn, but it provides 
an ideal storage shed 
and a parking bay for 
our farm tractor. Both 
structures are near the 
entrance of the farm and 
add greatly to the visual 
appeal of the property.

Prepping for new shingles

Finished new roof

New window, siding & roof

Bingo at the Richland Library

Lining up for a Tillers hayride
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