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COMMUNITY VOLUNTEERS, Con’t 
KVCC Girls Volleyball     August

Members of the 
team came out 
and built a new 

goat play �xture, 
and the goats 

de�nitely approve!

Plante Moran     Oct/November, seven di�erent days

Plante Moran volunteers worked hard on a large fencing 
project. They built a new pasture fence around the full pasture 
with a sturdy type of fencing called cattle panel.

Other volunteer groups who came out and worked were from 
Bells Brewery, Lake E�ect, and WMU students exploring 
occupational therapy and other health career opportunities 
through a summer program at the university.

WMU students and faculty making 
friends with a doe in the doe barn

Hosting our �rst-ever Breakfast of Champions fundraiser was 
another highlight of the year, and the response was 
overwhelming. It was a powerful reminder that when people 
understand our mission, they want to be part of it. 

Although it took place early in the morning, attendees 
appreciated that it took only an hour of their time, from the 
continental breakfast to the �nal wrap up. The program was 
packed with meaningful testimonials from participants and 
parents.

The acronym ‘AACORN’ is a clue to our commitment from the start 
to provide residential options for the adults we support. With the 
‘ORN’ in AACORN standing for “option for residential needs,” we 
have always had a goal of building residences once the 
skill-building program was well established. 

The Residential Task Force has been meeting for two years, 
navigating the complexities that include design, funding, and 
regulatory approval. During this process, the program and its 
activities have outgrown the capacity of the Activities Building 
that was completed in 2020. Simply put, AACORN needs more 
space to function e�ciently. Out of this need grew the concept of 
including a large multi-use building with the residential building 
plan, and the AACORN Community Project was created.

AACORN is excited to embark upon this ambitious capital project 
to 1) construct the �rst of four planned duplexes, each housing six 
adults, and 2) building a 10,000- square-foot community center. 
Both the duplexes and the community center are projected to be 
�nancially self-sustaining after the initial construction costs. The 
rentals from the duplexes will cover their operating costs, and the 
community center will be promoted as a rental venue for a variety 
of recreational and meeting uses in addition to expanding the 
programming options for our participants.

The AACORN Community Project expects to make signi�cant 
progress in 2026, bringing us closer to breaking ground on these 
two buildings.

AACORN Community Project           

AACORN participant speakers with parents and supporters 

Farewell To A Friend...The AACORN family was very saddened 
to learn of the sudden death of Andy Robins early in 
December, 2025. While well known in the area for his work on 
radio station WMUK, he was known to us as a dedicated 
parent to participant Noah and an AACORN Board member for 
two years. He could always be counted on to deliver the exact 
Robert’s Rule we needed to keep the meeting on track.         
We miss you, Andy.
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appreciated that it took only an hour of their time, from the 
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The acronym ‘AACORN’ is a clue to our commitment from the start 
to provide residential options for the adults we support. With the 
‘ORN’ in AACORN standing for “option for residential needs,” we 
have always had a goal of building residences once the 
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The Residential Task Force has been meeting for two years, 
navigating the complexities that include design, funding, and 
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to 1) construct the first of four planned duplexes, each housing six 
adults, and 2) building a 10,000- square-foot community center. 
Both the duplexes and the community center are projected to be 
financially self-sustaining after the initial construction costs. The 
rentals from the duplexes will cover their operating costs, and the 
community center will be promoted as a rental venue for a variety 
of recreational and meeting uses in addition to expanding the 
programming options for our participants.

The AACORN Community Project expects to make significant 
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two buildings.
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AACORN participant speakers with parents and supporters 

Farewell To A Friend...The AACORN family was very saddened 
to learn of the sudden death of Andy Robins early in 
December, 2025. While well known in the area for his work on 
radio station WMUK, he was known to us as a dedicated 
parent to participant Noah and an AACORN Board member for 
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Robert’s Rule we needed to keep the meeting on track.         
We miss you, Andy.

As I re�ect on 2025, I am most proud of how AACORN strengthened its connection to the greater 
community. AACORN remains a supportive, inclusive, farm-based program where adults with intellectual 
and developmental di�erences experience meaningful work, belonging, and growth. While we have built 
a strong and vibrant community on our farm, this year we intentionally focused on giving back to the 
community that makes our work possible, as featured in photos on the front cover.

In 2025, AACORN participants and sta� contributed more than 1,000 service hours to charitable 
organizations throughout Kalamazoo County. We also spent more time in the community exploring 
recreational opportunities and strengthening relationships beyond our gates.
This year a�rmed something important: community is not just where we gather — it is something we 
actively create and contribute to. That is the heart of our work at AACORN.

With gratitude, Mary Pickett

 FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

COMMUNITY VOLUNTEERS AT AACORN
The sta� at AACORN are busy during the day with providing active, side-by-side support to our participants. They all work 
hard, but there needs to be a good balance between tasks like animal care and gardening and less taxing indoor activities, as 
well as travels in the community for shopping or fun. This means that there are limits to what sta� and participants can 
accomplish during Program hours. Therefore, we are so grateful for the teams of volunteers who came out to the farm in 2025. 
They accomplished so much! 

Stryker     May
They worked both indoors and out. Indoors, volunteers 
cut paper for goat milk soap packaging, wrapped soap 
bars, and cut fabric to decorate the tops of jar mixes. 
Outdoors, other volunteers dug a pig wallow for our 
potbelly pigs, who immediately wallowed in to enjoy it. 

Parker Hannifin     June

About the Cover Photos 
Volunteering for Community Organizations:
Clockwise from bottom left photo:
Helping out at Loaves & Fishes, Kalamazoo
Putting packs together at Generous Hands, Vicksburg
Filling food bags at Salvation Army, Kalamazoo
Assembling hygiene and period packs at Care 
Collective of SWMI, Kalamazoo

Enjoying our Community, from left:
Trip to Binder Park Zoo, Battle Creek
Visiting Kalamazoo Valley Museum, Kalamazoo
Trip to Lakeview Park, Portage
Trip to Scotts Mill Park, Scotts

These photos show just a sample of the 
many places we have traveled to, 

learned about, and enjoyed throughout 
the community this past year.

Several teams of employees worked over four days and 
accomplished a great deal. They removed the garden fence and put 
up a new one, expanded the pasture, and spread mulch on the 
garden pathways. They also weeded along the pasture fence line and 
the activities building, organized and cleaned out the basement, and 
cleaned out the produce barn. What a lot of work they did! They were 
rewarded with hanging out with the goats afterward.

AACORN Board:             AACORN Sta�:
Liz Farner Mary Pickett, Executive Director
John Best Sam Meyers, Program Manager
Francis Cirvencic             Autumn Cieslak, Property Manager
Hilary Dolbee Elise Ripmaster, Adminisstrative Ast 
Athens Love Sanny Miller, Program Sta�
Andy Robins Leana Best, Program Sta�
Jeanne Trompeter              Beth Taylor, Program Sta� 
Cindy Semark Josh Cotter, Farm Assistant
Larry Schimmel www.aacorncommunity.org

FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR COMMUNITY VOLUNTEERS, Cont.

AACORN Community Project

COMMUNITY VOLUNTEERS AT AACORN
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continental breakfast to the �nal wrap up. The program was 
packed with meaningful testimonials from participants and 
parents.

The acronym ‘AACORN’ is a clue to our commitment from the start 
to provide residential options for the adults we support. With the 
‘ORN’ in AACORN standing for “option for residential needs,” we 
have always had a goal of building residences once the 
skill-building program was well established. 

The Residential Task Force has been meeting for two years, 
navigating the complexities that include design, funding, and 
regulatory approval. During this process, the program and its 
activities have outgrown the capacity of the Activities Building 
that was completed in 2020. Simply put, AACORN needs more 
space to function e�ciently. Out of this need grew the concept of 
including a large multi-use building with the residential building 
plan, and the AACORN Community Project was created.

AACORN is excited to embark upon this ambitious capital project 
to 1) construct the �rst of four planned duplexes, each housing six 
adults, and 2) building a 10,000- square-foot community center. 
Both the duplexes and the community center are projected to be 
�nancially self-sustaining after the initial construction costs. The 
rentals from the duplexes will cover their operating costs, and the 
community center will be promoted as a rental venue for a variety 
of recreational and meeting uses in addition to expanding the 
programming options for our participants.

The AACORN Community Project expects to make signi�cant 
progress in 2026, bringing us closer to breaking ground on these 
two buildings.

AACORN Community Project           

AACORN participant speakers with parents and supporters 

Farewell To A Friend...The AACORN family was very saddened 
to learn of the sudden death of Andy Robins early in 
December, 2025. While well known in the area for his work on 
radio station WMUK, he was known to us as a dedicated 
parent to participant Noah and an AACORN Board member for 
two years. He could always be counted on to deliver the exact 
Robert’s Rule we needed to keep the meeting on track.         
We miss you, Andy.

COMMUNITY VOLUNTEERS, Con’t 
KVCC Girls Volleyball     August
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and built a new 

goat play �xture, 
and the goats 

de�nitely approve!

Plante Moran     Oct/November, seven di�erent days
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AACORN participant speakers with parents and supporters 

Farewell To A Friend...The AACORN family was very saddened 
to learn of the sudden death of Andy Robins early in 
December, 2025. While well known in the area for his work on 
radio station WMUK, he was known to us as a dedicated 
parent to participant Noah and an AACORN Board member for 
two years. He could always be counted on to deliver the exact 
Robert’s Rule we needed to keep the meeting on track.         
We miss you, Andy.

As I re�ect on 2025, I am most proud of how AACORN strengthened its connection to the greater 
community. AACORN remains a supportive, inclusive, farm-based program where adults with intellectual 
and developmental di�erences experience meaningful work, belonging, and growth. While we have built 
a strong and vibrant community on our farm, this year we intentionally focused on giving back to the 
community that makes our work possible, as featured in photos on the front cover.

In 2025, AACORN participants and sta� contributed more than 1,000 service hours to charitable 
organizations throughout Kalamazoo County. We also spent more time in the community exploring 
recreational opportunities and strengthening relationships beyond our gates.
This year a�rmed something important: community is not just where we gather — it is something we 
actively create and contribute to. That is the heart of our work at AACORN.

With gratitude, Mary Pickett

 FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

COMMUNITY VOLUNTEERS AT AACORN
The sta� at AACORN are busy during the day with providing active, side-by-side support to our participants. They all work 
hard, but there needs to be a good balance between tasks like animal care and gardening and less taxing indoor activities, as 
well as travels in the community for shopping or fun. This means that there are limits to what sta� and participants can 
accomplish during Program hours. Therefore, we are so grateful for the teams of volunteers who came out to the farm in 2025. 
They accomplished so much! 

Stryker     May
They worked both indoors and out. Indoors, volunteers 
cut paper for goat milk soap packaging, wrapped soap 
bars, and cut fabric to decorate the tops of jar mixes. 
Outdoors, other volunteers dug a pig wallow for our 
potbelly pigs, who immediately wallowed in to enjoy it. 

Parker Hannifin     June

About the Cover Photos 
Volunteering for Community Organizations:
Clockwise from bottom left photo:
Helping out at Loaves & Fishes, Kalamazoo
Putting packs together at Generous Hands, Vicksburg
Filling food bags at Salvation Army, Kalamazoo
Assembling hygiene and period packs at Care 
Collective of SWMI, Kalamazoo

Enjoying our Community, from left:
Trip to Binder Park Zoo, Battle Creek
Visiting Kalamazoo Valley Museum, Kalamazoo
Trip to Lakeview Park, Portage
Trip to Scotts Mill Park, Scotts

These photos show just a sample of the 
many places we have traveled to, 

learned about, and enjoyed throughout 
the community this past year.

Several teams of employees worked over four days and 
accomplished a great deal. They removed the garden fence and put 
up a new one, expanded the pasture, and spread mulch on the 
garden pathways. They also weeded along the pasture fence line and 
the activities building, organized and cleaned out the basement, and 
cleaned out the produce barn. What a lot of work they did! They were 
rewarded with hanging out with the goats afterward.

AACORN Board:             AACORN Sta�:
Liz Farner Mary Pickett, Executive Director
John Best Sam Meyers, Program Manager
Francis Cirvencic             Autumn Cieslak, Property Manager
Hilary Dolbee Elise Ripmaster, Adminisstrative Ast 
Athens Love Sanny Miller, Program Sta�
Andy Robins Leana Best, Program Sta�
Jeanne Trompeter              Beth Taylor, Program Sta� 
Cindy Semark Josh Cotter, Farm Assistant
Larry Schimmel www.aacorncommunity.org
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AACORN Community Project

COMMUNITY VOLUNTEERS AT AACORN



INDIVIDUALS: 
Pat and Allen Ade
Joe and Lynn Alberding
Ronald Anderson
Brett and Aelita Apelgren
Constance Ashcraft
Joe and Irene Atkinson
Deb Bacon
Jerry and Lorraine Bagley
Dwayne and Shelly Bagley
Gwen Bagley
James Bailey
Ron and Penny Baird
Beth Baker
Annette Ballatore
Gary and Diane Baumbach
Bill and Ashley Beck
Betsy Bennett
Lisa Benscoter
Kim Berggren
Eileen and John Best
David and Joy Best
David and Sue Bibbee
Chuck and Mary Ann Birch
Casey Blair
Kimberly Blaskie
Roann Bonney
Barbara Bonney
Betty Bonney
James and Jo Borowski
Steve and Michelle Bosch
Zac and Shellie Bosma
Mary Lou Boughton
Kathe Bramble
Stevie and Rob Brinkerhoff
Todd Brodie
Robert Brown
Michael Buddemeier
Mary and Bob Butler
Robert and Ann Cardwell
Julie and Jeff Cardwell
Mary Caroll
Kathleen Carr
Elaine Carroll
Ann Chapleau
John and Carol Chapman
Francis Cirvenicic
Mary Connors
Alex Connors
Mo Couzens
Joanna Dales
Kelly and Carole Davis
Jeannie Depoian
Bill DeWeese
Hilary Dolbee
Jim and Eileen Dolbee
Nancy Douglas
Janet and Jerry Duggins
Crystal and Matthew Dunne
Beth Dyer
Jeff and Kristen Earl
Samantha Everts
Aric and Lisa Faber
Liz Farner and Rick Bosch
Michelle Feifowicz
Dorin and Eileen Fera
Madison Filter
Nicole Finn
Sally Foster
Dennis and Mary Frailing
Bonnie Frederickson
Marci Frederickson
John and Becky Fulgoni
David and Rosemary Gardiner
Lynne and Greg Gerfen
Teri Giannetti and Ron Sergeant
Suzie Gonzalez
Michael Graham
Cynthia Green
Jennifer Gross-Kurth
George Guthrie
Nancy Guthrie
Linda Haas
John and Ann Hansen
Doug Heaney
Phyllis Hill
Wendy Hirsh
Jennifer Hoffman
Mary Hoffnagle
Marty Hooper
Daniel and Mary Houser
Sheralee Hurwitz

Barbara L. James
Phyllis Johnson
Jean Joque
Kelly Joque
David Joque and Lisa Kasmer
James Joque and Elizabeth Zentner
Kim and Michael Kelemen
Donna Keller
Hannah Kent
Greg Ketchum
Bob Kiser
Bill Klinesteker
Cathleen Knauf
Barbara Knickerbocker
Jennie and Al Ko
Paul and Deb Koestner
Debra Kohler
Polly Kragt
Sheryl Lane
Maria LaPine
Anda Larson
Rob and Molly Lehman
Darlene LePert
Tom Lucking and Grace Tiffany
Kevin and Jamie Maloney
Vince Mandarino and Carol Oudsema
Mary Martin
Melissa Martinez Garza
Rhoda and Ora Mast
Scott Mathison
Todd Mathison
Oral Mathison
Jenna Maxwell
Prudence McCabe
Patricia and William McKinney
Greg McLogan
Luke McLogan
Michelle Mei
Samantha Meyers
Todd Miller
Michelle Miller-Adams
Bruce Mills and Mary Holtapp
Tim and Jamie Mitchell
Suzanne Motter
Steve Murphy
Fred and Elizabeth Nagler
Tracy Newell
Michelle Newton
Angela Newton
Joel and Florence Orosz
Don and Ann Parfet
Sue Parsons
Robyn and Richard Pekala
Sharon Pendola
Melia Phelps
Mary Pickett
Catherine and Matthew Pinto
Cheryl Pinto and Dan Martin
Janene Pirbhai
Rebekah Poxson
Mark Prairie
Nick and Carol Pratt
Laura Probyn
Catherine Pugh
John Rastoskey
Jill and Mark Reid
Nick and Carol Reid
Mark and Nancy Reile
Nancy Richardson
Dan Rimkus
Stacey Ring-Sanders
Stephen and Karen Rinn
Colin and Elise Ripmaster
Andrew and Dorothy Robins
Lisa and Gonzalo Rodriguez
Dr. Christopher and Mary Lou Rohwer
William and Lorraine Root
Jodi Rozycki
Thomas Rupp
Jose Santamaria
Patricia and Stephen Saxton
Carol Schaefer
Larry Schimmel
Patricia and Daniel Schmick
Leslie Schultz
Martin Schultz
Kerry Seaver-Block
Ken Sellers
Cindy Semark
Doug Semark
Jordan Semark
Toni Sergeant

OUR 2025 DONORS

Championing Our Community

Expanding Options. Building Community.

Volunteering 
for

Community
Organizations

Enjoying our Community 
Parks and Attractions

2025  ANNUAL  REPORT

Steve and Bridget Shirley
Karl and Janice Sievertsen
Rocky and Connie Sisson
Heidi Slager
Summer Smith
Darlynn Snow
Susan and Steven Sobeck
Stephanie Somers
Sue Split
Jill and Rick Steele
Robert and Marilyn Steely
Sherry Stephens
Linda and Bill Steusloff
Ed and Marjorie Stinson
Phil and Anne Stohrer
Dhera and David Strauss
Sheryl Swodzinski
Terry Tessari
Judy Timan
Bridget Timmeney
Laura Town
Jeanne Trompeter and Mark Cardwell
Karen Trout
Cindy Trout
Ross and Jodi Tsapyak
Henry and Martha Upjohn
David VanHorn
Adelia VanMeter
Bo and Mel VanPeenan
Wendy VanPeenan and Rod Malcolm
Richard and Joyce Wank
Thomas Wanty
Fredrick and Sandy Welch
Lorence and Nancy Wenke
Tom and Julie Wheat
Mary and John Whyte
Sandra Wiederhold-VanDeWert and Garret 
VanDeWert
Mark and Peggy Williams
Sabrina Witbeck
David and Margaret Wochaski
Douglas and Margaret Wood
Wendy and Micah Woods
Andrew Worgess
Pam Yurk
Jane and Bob Ziemer
Bryan Zocher 

FOUNDATIONS & CHARITABLE FUNDS:
BEIM Foundation 
The D & K Bradley Fund 
Bui Family Foundation 
Burton H. and Elizabeth S. Upjohn
Charitable Trust
Dorothy U. Dalton Foundation 
Dr. Joe Foundation 
Faye Holtapp Estate 
Fetzer Institute 
Fletcher Foundation 

Gary Sisters Foundation 
Glen C. and Gail G. Smith Fund 
Harold and Grace Upjohn Foundation 
Irving S. Gilmore Foundation 
Jim Gilmore, Jr. Foundation 
Lawrence and Sylvia Wong Foundation 
Marvin and Rosalie Okun Foundation 
Nancy Malcomson Connable Fund 
Parker Hannifin Foundation 
PayPal Giving Fund 
Sanford Family Giving Fund 
Sawyer Family Fund 
The Short Family Fund 
Thomas A. Todd Foundation 
The W.S. and Lois VanDalson Foundation 
Ruth A. and Timothy P. White Charitable    
Giving Fund

BUSINESSES & ORGANIZATIONS:
Allegra - Creative Marketing Group
American Legion Post 484
BDN Industrial Hygiene
Bell’s Brewery
Bosch Architecture
Centre Smiles Dental
Clark Brothers Building Contractors, LLC
Costco
DeHaan Remodeling
Design Details
Eve Salon Spa
Fetzer Institute
Friendship Animal Hospital
Functional Health Associates - Chiropractic 
& Rehab
Graphix 2 Go
Gull Lake Area Rotary Club
Hardings, Galesburg
Kalamazoo Sportswear
Knights Bike Shop
Lauderdale & Associates, LLC
Liston Bosch Realty
Maestro’s Pizza
Meijer
MSC Floors
Neds on Gull Lake
Pedal Bicycle
Plante Moran (PM Cares)
PPS&V Asset Management Consultants, Inc.
Residential Opportunities, Inc.
Sheet Metal Workers Union - Local 7
Southwest Michigan Oral Surgery
Spark Business Works
Stryker Corp
The Richland Pub
Tillers International
VisionPath CFO, LLC
Westminster Presbyterian Church
Z&W Chinese
Zhang Financial

REVENUES TOTAL:  $610,641

EXPENSES TOTAL:  $400,918
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